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Amendments to the Claims: 
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Claim 22 (Canceled) 
Claim 23 (Canceled) 
Claim 24 (Canceled) 
Claim 25 (Canceled) 
Claim 26 (Canceled) 
Claim 27 (Canceled) 
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Claim 40 (Canceled) 

Claim 41 (Currently Amended) A pre-deployment configuration for a primary stenting 
system for placing a stent within a stenosis of a vessel in a human body, the system comprising: 
a flexible guide wire; 
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a balloon angioplasty catheter having a distal portion, the balloon angioplasty 
catheter having an inflatable balloon located at its distal portion, the inflatable balloon having a 
proximal end and a distal end, the balloon angioplasty catheter also having a flexible, distal tip 
having a distal end and a proximal end and also having a lumen through which the guide wire 
can be slideably moved, 

a stent coaxially mounted around the inflatable balloon of the balloon 
angioplasty catheter; 

a pair of coaxially mounted distal elastomer band^ one said band situated over 
the portion of the balloon angioplasty catheter that lies just distal to the stent and the other said 
band situated over the portion of the balloon angioplasty catheter that lies just proximal to said 
stent , the proximal and distal elastomer bands being adapted to prevent the coaxially mounted 
stent from sliding off of the inflatable balloon in either a proximal dir e ction or a distal direction^ 
said bands not covering the stent along any of the stent's longitudinal length ; and 

wherein the distal tip has a gentle taper from a larger diameter at the proximal end of the 
distal tip to a smaller diameter at the distal end of the distal tip, the gently tapered distal tip and 
distal elastomer band together forming a smooth outer surface to facilitate penetration of a tight 
stenosis. 

Claim 42 (Original) The system of claim 41 wherein the distal tip is more than 10 mm 

long. 

Claim 43 (Original) The system of claim 41 wherein the distal tip is more than 20 mm 

long. 

Claim 44 (Canceled) 
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Claim 45 (Original) The system of claim 44 wherein the gradually tapered distal tip has 
an average taper of less than 4 degrees from its distal end to its proximal end. 

Claim 46 (Original) The system of claim 44 wherein the gently tapered distal tip, distal 
elastomer band and proximal elastomer band are each lubricity coated. 

Claim 47 (Original) The system of claim 41 wherein the proximal and distal elastomer 
bands each include a high density material for increased radiopacity. 
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